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MBMOIE OP MAJOE JOHN CLAEK, OF YOEK COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

CONTRIBUTED BY E. W. SPANGLER, ESQ., YORK, PENNSYLVANIA. 

The York Beeorder of March 3, 1819, after announcing 
that " our fellow citizen Major John Clark has consented to 
stand a poll for memher of Congress, in the room of Jacob 
Spangler, Esq., resigned," publishes the following autobio- 
graphical sketch of his services during the Revolution and 
the second war with England. Notwithstanding the major's 
distinguished services to his country, he was defeated. 

" I entered the army in June of 1775, 1 and marched to 
the relief of our then suffering brethren at Boston, and was 
in the affair at Charlestown Neck, took some prisoners and 
lost Corporal [Walter] Cruise. Soon after I was promoted 
and continued a Lieutenant in the Eirst regiment 2 until after 
the battle of Long Island. I was in the first skirmish near 
Flatbush, and then I received a Major's commission in the 
Flying Camp, under the command of Brig. Gen. Mercer. 
In an expedition to Staten Island, I captured a stand of 
British colors, of the 23d [?] Light Dragoons. I commanded 
the advance of 500 riflemen, and the first Hessians or rather 
Waldeckers, about sixty, fell into my hands. Soon after 
this I was detached up the North river, and commanded a 
detachment of 200 men to guard the passes opposite White 
Plains, where I remained and fortified it and prevented Gen. 
Howe's army from crossing the Hudson, and formed the 
rear of the retreating army until the capture of the Hessians 
at Trenton. Here I collected the trophies of the victory 
and kept possession of the town. 

1 Third lieutenant in Captain Michael Doudel's company, First Bat- 
talion of Riflemen, Colonel William Thompson. 

2 Second lieutenant in Captain Henry Miller's company of Colonel 
Edward Hand's regiment. 
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" The day after I marched with 200 men to Allentown, 
Hidetown, and Cranberry, leaving the British in my rear at 
Princeton. At these places I took considerable of the 
enemies stores ; at Hidetown my advance killed the noted 
Pearson, of Jersey, and took thirty British officers. This 
bold advance corps revived the drooping spirit of the Militia, 
and the next morning I was noticed by the Commander-in- 
Chief, and Generals Greene and Reed. The former gave 
me a British officer's sword, and I was requested to continue 
in the service, (for the Flying Camp was now discharged), 
and sent to join General Mifflin to assist him in arranging 
the Militia. I was the only officer with him who addressed 
the New England and Rhode Island regiments at Cross- 
wicks, to stay one month longer in service. The next day 
I was dispatched from Trenton by Gen. Greene alone to 
advance and discover the force under Earl Cornwallis. 
This I did, and returned and helped to form the advance 
corps that received his Lordship. The next morning I 
served as Brigade Major to Gen. Mifflin at Princeton, and 
on our arrival at Morristown, I was promoted to the rank 
of Major and Aid de Camp to General Greene. Shortly 
before the affair at Brandywine, I was severely wounded in 
my right shoulder, (which even yet, at times, lays me up for 
many days). At the battle of Germantown I captured 
Captain Speake, of the 37th Light Infantry. 

" I thought of a plan and digested it to gain immediate 
intelligence of the enemies loss, and the next evening I put 
it into complete execution at great personal hazard, com- 
municated it to Gen. Washington, who was so satisfied that 
he approved of my conduct, gave me an unlimited com- 
mand and power to act as I pleased. I soon discovered the 
whole of the enemies design and communicated it to Gen. 
Washington with so much exactness that he made the for- 
midable disposition at White Marsh, which disgraced Sir 
William Howe and his army. I also advised the detaching 
of a brigade to Wilmington, to secure it and the navigation 
of the Delaware, and Gen. Smallwood was sent, and by this 
means two of the enemies ships fell into his hands. The 
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enemy were also prevented from having any communication 
with the Tories between there and Philadelphia. 

" In this active employment I continued until my wound 
induced me to apply for leave to retire until my health should 
recruit, and on the 2nd January 1778, the Commander-in- 
Chief sent for me and the then Captain Lee (the late Gov- 
ernor of Virginia) and in secret consulted us on the practi- 
cability of attacking Sir William Howe, then near Derby, 
gathering the hay on Tinicum Island or of surprising the 
corps left in Philadelphia. "We advised him against either. 
He was so satisfied that he offered me any berth I would 
point out in his power to give, but I declined on account of 
my health. He then wrote me a letter of introduction to 
the President of Congress (Mr. Laurens), stating my merits 
and services, and intimating that he would if my health per- 
mitted, recommend me more particularly to the notice of 
Congress at a future time. At this critical period there 
were parties working against that great officer and it was 
known that I was one of his warmest friends. 

" Mr. Laurens a few days after I delivered him his letter, 
informed me Congress had long thought of establishing an 
Auditor's office in the Army under the Commander-in- 
Chief, to call all the officers that had received money to 
account ; particularly the Paymasters, as money could not 
be emitted fast enough, and that I was appointed. I de- 
clined, first, on account of my health, and secondly because 
the money was so depreciated I could not subsist, and was 
determined I would not accept it; but was informed that I 
would offend Congress, and the Commander-in-Chief also, 
who had this plan much in view. I was assured by the 
then Board of the Treasury that if I accepted it, my depre- 
ciation would, at a future day be allowed me. Under this 
promise I wrote, on the 24th of February, to the President 
that I would accept without any fixed stipulation, and sub- 
mit to Congress, what compensation should be made me at 
a future time, when the work was done. I left my family 
and every means of speculation, by which I could have 
made a fortune, and performed the laborious duties of that 
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office (for my colleague, Matthew Clarkson, resigned the 
June following) for two years ; till my health was so injured 
that all the physicians advised me to retire if I wished to 
prolong life, and in November, 1779 I resigned. And, 
though I accepted of this disagreeable office when my health 
would not permit me to do the duty of a military officer, 
yet this was not all the sacrifice ; for I actually advanced 
£1152 — 10 for one of the best teams in America to secure 
and haul the apparatus of the Auditors, their baggage and 
papers of the office, out of my own pocket (as there was not 
then a sufficiency in the Treasury that could be spared) to 
set the business in a proper train, so that no delay might 
take place. After my resignation, I sold the team and the 
man kept me out of the money until I sued him and then 
he tendered it into court, and it was so depreciated that I 
declined taking it so that I lost all that money. 

" At the battle of Monmouth I carried orders to Major 
Gen. Charles Lee to attack and annoy the British army and 
helped to form a regiment which repulsed the British Light 
Horse and checked their advance, and gave time to form 
the American army under Gen. Washington. I also carried 
orders to Major Gen. Lord Stirling to send the Commander- 
in-Chief two Pennsylvania Brigades with Gen. William 
Irvine to command them, and then to help Lord Stirling to 
form his division on the ridge, westward in the rear of the 
morass with the causway in front of him, being the left wing 
of the army. 1 

1 The following important letter from General Lee to Major Clark is 
in reference to his trial by court-martial for his conduct at Monmouth : 

" White Plains, September 3, 1778. 
" Sir, — I was so thoroughly convino'd in my own mind of standing on 
the firmest ground, and of the clearness of having done, and more than 
barely done my duty in the affair of the 28th of June, that I did not take 
the pains to collect Evidence, some I sav'd to save time and trouble to the 
Courts, but the wonderfull industry that has been shewn by my Prosecutors 
to accomplish the ruin of my fame and fortunes, and the strange mode in 
which the tryal has been conducted give me reason to think that I ought to 
have omitted not the least evidence for my justification — and as I am re- 
minded (for I really had forgot it) that you can witness some very impor- 
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" The following commendatory and personal letters are 
from General Washington, President Monroe, and others: 

" Head Quarters Valley Forge, Jan. 2, 1778. 

" Sie, — I take the liberty of introducing Major John Clark, the bearer 
of this, to your notice. He entered the service at the commencement of 
the war and has for some time past acted as aid-de-camp to Major Gen. 
Greene. He is active, sensible and enterprising and has rendered me 
very great assistance since the army has been in Pennsylvania, by pro- 
curing me constant and certain intelligence of the motions and inten- 
tions of the enemy. It is somewhat uncertain whether the state of the 
Major's health will admit of his remaining in the military line ; if it 
should I may perhaps have occasion to recommend him in a more par- 
ticular manner to the favour of Congress at a future time. At present I 
can assure you that if you should, while he remains in the neighborhood 
of York, have any occasion for his services, you will find him not only 
willing, but very capable of executing any of your commands. I have 
the honor to be, etc 

"Geo. Washington. 

"The Hon. H. Latjkens." 

" Carlisle, Oct. 6, 179*. 

" Sir, — Your favor of the 27 th ult. was put into my hands the moment 
I was leaving the City of Philadelphia and I have had neither leisure 
nor opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of it since, till now. 

" I thank you for your polite offer of attending me to the field ; but 
my going thither, or returning to the seat of government in time for the 
meeting of Congress, depends upon circumstances not within my control, 
nor of which have I such accurate information as to enable me to decide. 
Nothing short of imperious necessity can justify my being absent from 
the seat of government while Congress is in session. Under this view 
of the matter, I decline making any establishment of a family, unless 
that necessity should occur, when, in the choice of aid I must have regard 
to considerations of different kinds. 

" I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"Geo. Washington." 

tant circumstance on a point on which the greatest stress has been laid, I 
mean orders sent to me by his Excellency and my answer, I must entreat 
that you will favour me with a declaration in writing upon your honour, of 
what you recollect on this Subject — and am, Sir, Your Most 

" Obdt humble Servt 

"Charles Lee." 

Major Clark has written on the back of this letter the following: 

" Letter, Major-Q-enl. Lee, Sept. 3, 1778. Answered same day vide Copy, 

&c, which I immediately shewed Genl Washington & his A. D. C's Tilgh- 

man & Fitzgerald, & approved of by them." 

Vol. xx. — 6 
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" Washington, April 1, 1812. 

" Dear Sie, — Major J. Clark, a Bevolutionary officer of merit, an 
aid-de-camp to Gen. Greene, and with whom I was well acquainted, has 
requested me to make him known to you, which I do with pleasure in 
giving him this introduction. He has a claim on the United States for 
services rendered at that interesting epoch, and I wish only to apprise 
you of his true character, being conscious that it requires nothing more 
than a knowledge of it to secure your attentions to his case so far as to 
see that he has justice rendered to him. You will excuse the liberty 
which I take in favor of an old revolutionary friend. 

" With great respect and esteem, I am sincerely yours, 

"James Monroe. 
"The Hon. M. Gibson." 

" Headquarters, 21« September, 1814. 
" The commanding general, in taking leave of Major John Clarke, 
has the pleasure of offering him his thanks for the zeal and the active 
services he has voluntarily rendered during his stay at Baltimore, and 

in its defence. 

"Samuel Smith 
"Major General Commanding." 

" New York, April 28«> 1789. 

" Deae Sie, — I am much obliged to you for your friendly congratu- 
lations, but assure you that in the present state of public affairs, I prefer 
infinitely the private to the public station. However here I am, and 
while here, will endeavor to do my duty. When the question respecting 
a federal town shall come on, I have no doubt that it will be thought 
expedient to place it somewhere between the Susquehanna and the 
Delaware, and that every attention will be paid to the interest of the 
Union, and to the national proposition of the citizens, that can possibly 
be expected. For my own part I shall be in favor of a full hearing to 
all parties, and to an impartial decision upon principles of the public 
interest. 

" I remain, dear sir, with every wish for your welfare and happiness, 
your friend and humble servant, 

"E. Geery. 

"Col. Claek." 

" New York, Oct. 1, 1789. 

" Deae Sie, — I am favored with yours of the 7 th and 22 a of Septem- 
ber and for reasons which I have not time to enumerate, I have thought 
that there will be a better prospect of giving general satisfaction, by 
placing the permanent residence on the Delaware than on the Susque- 
hanna. But not wishing to oppose the prevailing opinion of Pennsyl- 
vania and the states east of it, excepting New Jersey, I voted with them 
for Susquehanna. The senate however, Non-concurred in the bill, and 
this being agreed to by the House, with one amendment, is referred by 
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the Senate to the next session. I took no share in the debates, but 
thought too many of the speakers influenced by local views, held forth 
principles which must make unfavorable impression : I hope, however, 
liberality will be generally diffused in the next discussion, and remain, 
dear Sir your very humble servant, 

"E. Gerby. 
"Col. Claek." 

" Cambridge, March 8"> 1812. 

" My Deae Sib, — I have received your very friendly letter on the 
19 th of December, a short time before the last session of our Legislature, 
and have been so occupied since, and indeed for the last nine months, as 
to have had not a day to attend to my private concerns, my friends or 
correspondents. If I can render you any service now, by a letter to our 
members of Congress, I will write one to them jointly ; for it may serve 
you in some instances, although some of the gentlemen may hold politi- 
cal principles differing from my own. My present office is the most 
laborious that I ever filled. In this state the British faction have not 
only exceeded every other in their libellous publications but have lit- 
erally threatened me with fire and sword, I believe, however, they are 
convinced that such means are not effective to prevent a faithful dis- 
charge of my office. In case of a war, our veteran officers, I trust, will 
be placed in the highest grades. If I should, at any time, go on to 
Washington it would give me great pleasure to call on you ; and I shall 
always be happy to see you at my rural retreat. M ra . Gerry has not of 
late years enjoyed good health ; but it is much improved and I flatter 
myself will be fully established. We exceed you in number, having 
nine children living and having lost one. This I shall direct to you at 
home, as I presume you must have left Washington ere this. Accept 
my best wishes for the welfare of yourself, M M . Clark, and your amiable 
young circle, and be assured I remain very sincerely and respectfully 
your friend, 

"E. Gebey. 

"Col. Claek." 

" Deae Sie, — Your favor I acknowledge with many thanks, as it did 
not fail to afford me that real satisfaction and joy, a lover of his country 
would feel on such important and interesting intelligence. I would not 
detain the messenger longer than to repeat my acknowledgments, to beg 
a continuance of such favors, and to assure you that I am, with esteem, 
dear sir, your most obedient friend and servant, 

"Daniel Eobeedeau. 
" Yoke-Town, Oct. 25. 1777." 

" Lancaster, Oct. 25, 1777. 
"Sib, — Your favor with the agreeable news, came to hand yesterday 
about four in the afternoon, which gave general satisfaction and am ex- 
tremely obliged to you. Should any thing now happen, shall esteem it 
as a favor to give me intelligence, if not too much trouble. The firing 
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at Fort Mifflin was heard here distinctly, particularly the explosion, 
which seemed more like an earthquake than anything else. 
" I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

"Patjl Zantzingee." 

" York, Nov. 10 1777. 
" Deae Majoe, — Your favors of the 31 st ult. 5 th and 7* inst, came to 
hand, the first containing a letter for M rs . Clark, which I forwarded. 
I am much obliged to you for the intelligence you have from time to 
time transmitted to me ; it has been the earliest account which Congress 
has received of the facts you mentioned. The inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia will suffer extremely, should Howe keep possession of the city this 
winter. I am told that beef and bread are excessively scarce and dear, 
and that the poor Whigs, whom the enemy have thrown into prison, are 
in want of the necessities of life. My heart feels for them, for I am 
afraid many will perish through mere want. I begin to grow uneasy for 
our brave men who garrison Eed Bank and Mud Island. I think it 
probable the enemy will send a large force to take those places, as they 
can have no safety in Philadelphia, while we keep possession of the 
river. Your expedition on the banks of Delaware was very clever, and 
the finesse you made use of to get the enemies men ashore, was really 
entertaining ; after this affair they'll suspect the Tories, and think they 
go on board their vessels to reconnoitre. I have not yet been honored 
with a line from Gen. Greene ; however sent the cloth and what trim- 
mings I had suitable, agreeable to your directions. — Inclosed are the 
bills — all the buff cloth is mow sold — but should any of your friends have 
occasion for blue, green or drab cloth, we can supply them. Inclosed I 
send you the convention of Saratoga, with half a sheet of news, which 
perhaps you have not seen. I request you'll favor me with a line by 
every opportunity and if I can render you any service here, pray com- 
mand me. Your friends are all well and desire to be remembered to 
you. I am, dear sir, yours affectionately, 

"Joseph Donaldson." 

" To my fellow-citizens of York County without distinc- 
tion, will you not, as far as you can, requite one for past 
services, and confide in me hereafter ? And to those in 
York, I hope they will believe me their affectionate and 
zealous friend ; and unite in supporting me on the 17 th inst., 
for their member of Congress. 'By their fruits ye shall 
know them.' This is my first asking and its probable will 
be the last. 

" I am, gentlemen, truly yours, 

"John Clark." 
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Isaac H. McCauley, Esq., of Chambersburg, in bis " Early 
History of tbe Chambersburg Bar," says of Major Clark, — 

" The only act done at tbe first term of our Court, so far 
as I can ascertain from the Records, was the admission of 
John Clark, Esq., who having made it to appear to the 
Court that he had previously been admitted an attorney in 
the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth, was on bis own 
request sworn as an Attorney of the Court. Mr. Clark bad 
served with great distinction as a Major in the Pennsylvania 
Line in the Revolutionary "War, and after peace was de- 
clared resided at what was then called ' Little York,' in 
this State, where he pursued the practice of tbe Law. He 
was married to a daughter of Mr. Nicholas Bittinger of this 
County, and in right of his wife, held a considerable estate 
in the neighborhood of the present Mount Alto Furnace. 
Like most of the lawyers of his day, he ' rode the circuit,' 
practicing in many counties of the State, other than that in 
which he resided. He only practiced here for a few years, 
but whilst he came to our Courts he did a very considerable 
business. He was about 50 years of age, of large frame, 
fine personal appearance, and brave to a fault, a man of fine 
mind, was a good lawyer, wrote a beautiful hand, and was 
very sarcastic in speech, when he thought it necessary so to 
be. He was also a great wit, fond of fun and frolick, and 
hence bis company was much sought after by the Members 
of the Bench and his associates of the Bar, when on their 
travels, to relieve the monotony of tbe way, or when out of 
Court, to enliven tbe tedium of an evening after the fatigue 
of the day was over. On one occasion a wealthy gentleman 
of York county, noted for his parsimony, and his propensity 
to take advantage of his neighbors, and those dealing with 
him, whenever he could, employed Mr. Clark to draw up 
his will. When about to close it, the testator, whom we 
shall call Mr. Dorrance, directed Mr. Clark to insert a be- 
quest of £50 to himself; remarking at the time that be 
wanted tbe will to be valid, and if so good a lawyer as he 
had an interest to that amount in it, there would be no 
doubt but he would safely carry it through the Courts. The 
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will was accordingly so made, duly witnessed and handed 
over to Mr. Dorrance, who left, forgetting to pay Mr. Clark 
for his services. He, however, consoled himself with the 
expectation of the legacy. In a short time Mr. Dorrance 
died, and Mr. Clark having remarked in the presence of a 
neighbor that the Estate was good to him for £50, it was 
doubted, when he said he knew it was, and related what had 
occurred at the making of the will. His friend knowing Mr. 
Dorrance's characteristics, was still incredulous, and a bet 
of a bottle of wine was made. In a few days the will was 
left at the Register's office for probate, when it was found 
that Mr. Dorrance, his ruling passion strong in death, had 
copied the will — re-executed it — and left Mr. Clark's legacy 
out." 

Major Clark died December 27, 1819, at York, and is 
buried in the family lot in St. John's churchyard. 



